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[bookmark: _GoBack]New Partnership between Attorneys Michael Kelleher and Morgan C. Smith Strengthens Cogent Legal
Longtime Litigators Help Law Firms Present Their Cases With State-of-the-Art Visuals and Trial Tech

OAKLAND, January 13, 2014 — Cogent Legal, a litigation graphics firm that provides attorneys with state-of-the-art demonstratives and support for trial, announced today that Michael Kelleher has joined Morgan C. Smith as a co-owner and manager of the firm. 
Smith, who founded Cogent Legal in January 2011, sought to partner with Kelleher so that the firm can strengthen its service to trial teams specializing in intellectual property and business litigation. Kelleher served as a consultant to the firm for the past year. 
Both Smith and Kelleher are experienced trial attorneys who oversee a team of designers and technicians to produce compelling visual aids and provide strategic consultation to help litigators prepare and present their cases.
A registered patent attorney, Kelleher was formerly a partner and head of the IP practice at Folger Levin & Kahn in San Francisco. In that role, Kelleher litigated patent, trade secret, copyright, trademark and complex business disputes for 16 years. Kelleher is an expert in e-discovery and is the consulting author on the LexisNexis book, Matthew Bender® Practice Guide: California E-Discovery and Evidence. Kelleher also brings entrepreneurial skills to Cogent Legal, having served for two and a half years as the general counsel of a technology startup in Bellevue, Washington.
Cogent Legal creates graphics such as animations, timelines, charts, maps, illustrations and slide-based presentations for attorneys handling cases from a wide spectrum of practice areas, including personal injury, employment and construction. This past year, a growing number of clients with IP and business cases enlisted Cogent Legal to develop animations of inventions, to visualize data and to create e-briefs, among other things. Cogent Legal was voted Best Courtroom Presentation Provider in The Recorder newspaper's 2013 survey of legal service providers.
As an example of a recent engagement, Kelleher and Cogent Legal helped the Durie Tangri firm defend Twitter against a patent infringement claim in the Eastern District of New York. For a hearing on motions for summary judgment and patent claim construction, Cogent Legal created an interactive presentation including animations that allowed the Durie Tangri attorneys to explain the differences between the patent and Twitter’s systems. “Michael and the Cogent team’s work was excellent—crisp, clean and well thought through,” says the firm’s partner, Daralyn Durie.
As attorneys, Smith and Kelleher typify a trend in the rapidly changing legal profession of providing specialized services outside the traditional law firm model. Law firms of all sizes increasingly recognize the advantages of working with a firm such as Cogent Legal rather than attempting to create demonstratives and handle courtroom technology in house. Forward-thinking firms also grasp the importance of using multimedia visual aids for case presentations, and of harnessing legal technology for litigation and law practice management. 
“I enjoy helping litigators tell their stories in court—it is the most difficult and the most interesting part of a case,” says Kelleher. “As attorneys, Morgan and I know the pressures of getting ready for a big hearing or trial, and how time-starved trial teams are. In that environment, I find that Cogent Legal can be a great help to a trial team—we can understand the arguments and issues quickly, and we know what needs to be done to present an argument visually.”
Smith and Kelleher also work together writing posts and producing short tutorials for Cogent Legal’s blog, http://cogentlegal.com/blog, which shares practical advice and insights on litigation graphics, courtroom technology and legal trends. 
